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Narrative Budget
We welcome everyone to
explore the living God in our
neighborhoods. 

A line by line budget is helpful (and
available on our website) as we
account for each dollar donated to
our various ministries. But it does not
give the stories and statistics behind
the many ways the staff and
congregants spend our time and
money to "explore the living God." A
narrative budget helps us
conceptualize this by categorizing all
the funds into seven ministries . 

What is it? Ministry
Categories.
We have divided our main ministries
into seven categories: Connections,
Mission, Administrative, Community
Creation, Worship, Children and
Youth, and Building and Grounds.
Each dollar in our budget is
represented in one of these areas of
ministry.

Building and Grounds

20%

Child + Youth

18%

Worship

17%

Community Creation

17%

Admin

15%

Mission

10%



Ministry of Presence

The summer of 2021 saw the start of a renovated worship space and a
future of expanded possibilities. We took out all the old pews, demolished
the stage, removed the organ, replaced the floor, rebuilt  the stage,
bought new flexible seating, and hired a local steel artisan to replace the
railings on the steps outside.  

Returning to in-person worship in the newly renovated sanctuary
coincided with an overall increase in our public events over the last year as
well as a resurgence in rental income from private events.  

Since our buildings are old, they bring with their charming beauty an ever-
evolving list of things to fix, like the recently repaired classroom ceiling or
the HVAC replacement (one of many we've replaced in the last few years).  

As a New Worshipping Community, we are blessed beyond measure to
have buildings to call our own and through which we can bless the
neighborhood. Despite the costs and challenges they present, the rewards
are richer. 
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Since the sanctuary renovation was completed, it has been occupied for worship nearly every
Sunday (aside from the first month and a half of 2022, when we returned to Zoom church while
Omicron spiked).  

When the priests left the holy place, the cloud filled
the Lord’s temple, and the priests were unable to
carry out their duties due to the cloud because the
Lord’s glory filled the Lord’s temple.

1 Kings 8:10-11

Each  new situation
requires new
architecture.
-Jean Nouvel 

A Whole New Ormewood Church

Building and Grounds



Children 
& Youth

Last year, one consistent
piece of feedback from
both campers and parents
alike was the desire for
Creative Camp to run
Monday through Friday.
And this year, IT WILL!
Camp starts tomorrow, and
we are excited to explore
our creativity and how it can
work together with our
compassion - for ourselves,
for our neighbors, and for
the world. 

Our Values:  Welcome
friends. Explore God.
Help others. Play.

3"Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.'" -Matthew 19:14

A line by line budget is helpful as we
account for each dollar donated to our
various ministries. But it does not give the
stories and statistics behind the many
ways the staff and congregants spend our
time and money to "explore the living God."
A narrative budget categorizes all the
funds into seven ministries  Children and
Youth is our second largest category. God
said we enter the kingdom like children,
and we're grateful to have so many
examples among us! 

Creative Camp

At one of our Youth Group meetings
this year, we talked about hope. I
asked the youth to take some time
and write down their hopes for the
next 10 days, the next 5 years, and
for the world. One youth shared: 

Next 10 days: Fun, food, and love.
Next 5 years: Good grades and
friends.
For the world: Less climate change
and actions towards the poor.

We're back in our classroom for
Sunday School and those worn and
tired yoga mats have been retired
(although saved for future outdoor
use)! This year, we have explored
God's creation, what the Bible
teaches us about compassion,
what it means that Jesus is the
Light of the World, and some
powerful weekly affirmations
during Lent. We have created a
group Advent art project, and many
of our kiddos have discovered a love
of tempura paint sticks! Sunday
School has truly been a gift. 

Our Mission Statement:
Welcoming all children to
explore God in a safe and
nurturing space.

Youth Group Sunday School
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Henri Nouwen
A meal together is one of the most intimate and
sacred human events. Around the table we
become vulnerable, filling one another's plates
and cups and encouraging one another to eat
and drink. Much more happens at a meal than
satisfying hunger and quenching thirst. Around
the table we become family, friends,
community, yes, a body. 

Community

Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and
eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons
and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give
your daughters in marriage, that they may bear
sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not
decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I
have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on
its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare. Jeremiah 29:5-7

Porch Groups
Neighborhood Toast 
Bingo
Maker's Festival
Parking Lot Parade
Halloween Hot Dog Feast
Christmas Caroling
Back to School Popsicles 



Worship
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5Speak, O Lord. 

The Book of Order of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) claims
that "In worship the faithful offer
themselves to God and are equipped
for God’s service in the world" (W-
1.1001). Much of our community
building, discipleship, learning, and
praise happens in that special hour
on Sunday mornings. We offer
ourselves, our attention, our time,
and our vulnerability to God and each
other. And God is faithful. In the act
of worship, the Divine meets us and
shapes us into Christ. 

 

What is it?

The effort to untangle the human words from the divine seems not
only futile to me but also unnecessary, since God works with what is.
God uses whatever is usable in a life, both to speak and to act, and
those who insist on fireworks in the sky may miss the electricity that
sparks the human heart.
-Barbara Brown Taylor

Sermons: 49 
Songs: 236
Meals at the Table: 50 
Mugs Washed: 1,040
Chairs purchased: 115
Podcast episodes
played: 80 
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Administrative 
Spreadsheets, reports, and to-do lists, oh my! Dare I
say this is the best part of ministry? Making order out
of chaos is the heart of administration. It's never-
ending, sometimes tedious, but you know it works
when the newsletter shows up in your inbox, your tax
receipt is generated, and an order of worship is waiting
for you to grab each Sunday morning. Behind the
scenes, shelves have been built, lightbulbs replaced, a
new printer and filing cabinet purchased, and the list
goes on, and will continue to go on.  

Ministry of

Bulletin 
Newsletter 
Facebook 
Instagram 
Website 
Email
Phone

Communication Platforms Used

Zoom  
Mailchimp
Wix
Breeze
Quickbooks
Canva 
Google Workspace
Vimeo

"There’s a lot of beauty in
ordinary things. Isn’t that kind of
the point?"
 
– Pam Beesly, Season 9 of The
Office 
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Mission & 
Outreach

“Teacher, what must I do
to gain eternal life?”
Jesus replied, “What is
written in the Law? How
do you interpret it?” He
responded, “You must
love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with
all your being, with all
your strength, and with
all your mind, and love
your neighbor as
yourself.” Jesus said to
him, “You have answered
correctly. Do this and you
will live.”

7"Love does not consist in gazing at each other. but in looking outward together in the same
direction." ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPÉRY

Nicholas House

Shelter
Rapid rehousing apartments 
Permanent support of housing 
Homeless prevention services

Our main mission partner is Nicholas House
.Their core programs:

Today they house approximately 300
homeless children and parents. Last year they
assisted approximately 1,000 families.

During the pandemic our team
collaborating on Mission and
Outreach went fallow. If this is
an area of interest for you,
reach out to Jenelle to get
more involved.  

Building a
Team

Our two main areas of
financial support this year
have been to Nicholas House
as a "Champion Level" Faith
Partner and our donations to
UNHCR for work in Ukraine.
We also participated in a
jacket drive during the winter
months for refugees recently
arriving and in need of warm
winter clothing. And as
always, we offer dinner to
1,000 neighborhood folks on
Halloween. 
 

Offering Support
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In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and
humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the
grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ. Human beings
have no higher goal in life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant
fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission. PC(USA) Book of Order F-1.01

How are we connected?

Ministry

PC(USA):  the large,  national  body of  churches who belong to this
denomination.
Presbytery of  Greater  Atlanta:  a  smal ler ,  regional  representation of
Presbyterian churches and ministr ies in  our  area.  
New Church Development Commission (NCDC):  the nonprofit  in  our
Presbytery that discerns where the Spir it  is  start ing something new and
excit ing in our  midst.  They have f inancial ly ,  administratively ,  and
relational ly  supported our new church development.  We try  to return the
favor.  
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Columbia Theological  Seminary,  McAfee School
of  Theology!  These seminaries have generously  shared their  students with
us in mutual  ministry  of  contextual  education and internships.  Think  Kate,
Hannah,  Joel ,  Marissa,  Nia,  Branden and Courtney Anne.  

Who are we connected to?

We are connected through f inances (we give $32/person to the work of  NCDC
and the broader church each year) ,  Rev.  Jenel le  serves on the Presbytery
Counci l  and the New Church Development Commission,  and we mentor interns
from both Columbia and Candler .   
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Get involved. 
Take the Ministry Connector (top QR code) 
Attend a Newcomer Brunch
Join a Team
Become a Sustainable Giver (bottom QR
code)
Worship on Sundays
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Sustainable Giving Makes Our Ministry Together Work. 

Join us by becoming a sustaining giver. 
Give at the QR code or online:
https://ormewoodchurchinc.breezechms.com/give/online

Cash and Checks at Sunday Worship or mailed to:
1071 Delaware Avenue SE, Atlanta, GA 30316 


